all hands on deck for the governor’s cup! race 120

AMERICA IN MINIATUR

WAL

g g
o e A

N ".._ ——

in the heart of allegany county

o
T <4

B
g

happy birthday; staté - -

agriculture's crown jewel turns 125
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DISPATCH

soothing that savage itch (statewide)

Regarding poison ivy, the old saying,
“Leaves of three, let them be,” can be
easier to remember than to put into
practice. This three-leaved terror often
hides among less noxious vines and
greenery, making it difficult to detect
when walking or weeding. And even if
you avoid touching it, the juice from the
plant can be transferred to the skin via
contaminated clothing, tools, and pet
hair at any time of the year. For sensitive
people, just a tiny exposure can trigger a
severe allergic reaction.

But for those who know where to find
it, poison ivy’'s neighbor, jewelweed (2mpa-
tiens capensis), may offer an antidote. The
cure literally does grow close to the poi- :
son: Jewelweed is a prolific annual wood- ]

land plant that grows in many areas
I g )

Apryl Parcher

L The_Culprit: Poi W
where poison ivy is found and ground ho R 'S I'}'

moisture is high—along the banks of
ponds and streams, in ditches, and even
in sandy beach areas. Plants grow three
to five feet tall, and are characterized by
oval, round-toothed leaves atop semi-suc-
culent stems, which become hollow and
woody near the base of older plants.

In Maryland, jewelweed grows from
May until the first frost; it blooms in
late summer to produce delicate, lady-
slipper-type spotted flowers that range
from p;lle yellow (Zmpatiens pallida) to
orange (smpatiens biflora). The term
“jewelweed” comes from an unusual
characteristic of the plant’s leaves: Tiny
hairs on the surface trap air and give

leaves submerged in water a silver-coat-
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ed appearance. When it rains, the sil- !
The Possible Cure: Jewelweed

very droplets resemble jewels.
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i v'tgltats {maryland blue crab}
| 3 YEARS — AVERAGE LIFESPAN OF THE BLUE CRAB. / 9 INCHES — LARGEST RECORDED CRAB CAUGHT IN MARYLAND. / $15 -

BY JACQUELINE M. DUDA
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The Jewelweed Bloom

The curative magic of jewelweed lies
in its juicy stems, which can be crushed
and applied directly to the skin. Various
Native American tribes used it to relieve
not only itchy poison ivy, but also sting-
ing nettle, insect bites, eczema, and
even ringworm and athlete’s foot. The
key to the cure, though, is speed. If
plant juice is smeared on the skin
immediately after known exposure to
poison ivy or poison oak, the rash can
sometimes be avoided altogether.

Once you learn to recognize it, jewel-
weed can be easily spotted along just
about any Maryland roadside or water-
way. Besides being able to take advantage
of its curative properties, an added bene-
fit of teaching your kids to recognize the
plant is that they can have extra fun
“catching” the seeds.

When the pods are ripe, they
“explode” when touched and release
tiny, edible, walnut-flavored seeds. It’s
those exploding pods, in fact, that gave
rise to Jewelweed’s other nickname,
“Touch-me-not.”

-Apryl Parcher
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COST OF A NEW LICENSE FOR A RECREATIONAL

CHOOSE TO MAKE THE MOST OF DOWNTOWN LIVING.

The planned community of Maple Lawn includes parks & recreation, shopping, dining, sidewalks,
streetiamps, pocl & town center. Now make the most of the Midtown District at Maple Lawn
with your choice of our Park Crescent Cityhormes or Single Family Villkage Homes.

Mitchell & Best has been named Builder Of The Year” for the 14ih time.* We have won
over 60 Monument Awards for archifectural excellence, including three in 2005

Park Crescent Cilyhomes

FROM THE MD $700's FROM THE MID $800's

« Select homes feature park views *Attached « Attached rear 2 fo 3 car garages + Up to 5

rear 2 to 3 car garages * 4 finished levels from bedrooms ond 3.5 baths « Goumet kitchens with
3,700 sq. ft. » Up to 5 bedrooms and 6.5 baths granite counterteps and stainless steel applionces

* Select homes feature bonus room/indaw suite * Extensive hardwood floors and custorn moiding

with full bath and bedroom « Formal and casual * Sumptuous owners suites with garden baths « Finished
dining rooms + Separate ving and family rooms basements include recreation room, bedroomy/den with
* BExpansive windows * Stone with painted wak-n closetexercise/media room, and full bath » Gas
brick exterior frepioce in fomily room = 4,371 sq. ft. with 6 ft. extension

Phone, (301) 317.7752 on all 3 leves
Phone: (301) 362-6862

Cpen Daily 11 - 6. Or visit our website at www MitchelBestHomes.com

To Visit, 195 to Rte. 32 W. to Rte. 29 §. to Johns Hopkins Rd. to left into Mapie Lawn community.
Singles Sales Center is on the left at 7631 Midtown Rd., Cityhomes Sales Center is on the right
at 7660 Midtown Rd

Istration may depict optional features. Subject 1o change without notice
or cbigation. MD Bulder No. 1457, "Named by the MNCBIA %

b @ MAPLE LAWN

Mitchell & Best”

The Name Of Qua]il‘\'
www.MitchellBestHomes.com

Marble Steps « Image ID 25-006

"do the commmlﬁgwncommonly“

Vintage photographs, photographic reprints,
and gift cards available for home and.office

View the”.c'oHe'chfion at http://www.AAubreyBodine.com
Contact us at info@AAubreyBodine.com or call 800.556.7226

Dealer Inquiries Invited
Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed

july/august 2006 | maryland life 23




